HOW TO SOLVE CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS-AN INTRODUCTION

A WORKSHOP organized by MALAYSIAN MENSA – PENANG BRANCH

This workshop will include a brief history, types of cryptic clues, exercises and competition. It will be about 3 hours long and is ideal for beginners as well as regulars who want to sharpen their understanding of cryptic deconstruction. 

Date : April 11th 2010
Place : Caring Society Complex , Penang

Time : 2 pm – 5pm ( Tea and snacks will be served ) Registration is from 1.30pm onwards.
Entry fee : RM40 per person  (Limited to 50 pax)

(Participants will get a bound set of all presentation material)
The hour long competition allows use of dictionary and thesaurus. No electronic gadget is allowed. Bring your own pen/pencil and eraser. The winners will be judged on the number of correct entries. If there is a tie then the one with the shorter time wins. There will be several prizes.

Fill in the entry form on page 2 and send it in with proof of payment to the fax number stated. As there are limited places , do not delay. The workshop is conducted by John Nutkins , a crossword maestro. Below is  John Nutkins brief bio.

Brief bio

Born, raised and schooled in London, England.
 Pre-clinical medical studies Manchester University.
 Teacher for 2 years, then resumed studies at University of Wales, gaining degrees in physics and mathematics.
Commissioned in RAF and after flying training completed following tours:
1. Singapore 3 years helicopter pilot
2. RAF College Cranwell 2 years jet flying instructor 
3. Cambridge University Air Squadron 3 years as commanding officer
4. Hong Kong 2 years director helicopter operations
5. RAF Advanced Staff College 1 year as student
6. RAF Liaison Officer 3 years to British Army Infantry
Retired from RAF, took up job as professional squash coach in West Berlin for one year while perfecting German, then moved to Hanover as director of 5 squash and 2 snooker centers for 5 years.
The next 16 years covered teaching appointments at Chiang Mai University and Mahidol University Business School in Thailand, and language school appointments in Hamburg, Germany, teaching English, German and translation technique (having completed a degree in German and post-graduate diploma in professional translation).
Retired to Penang but part-time private tutor in maths, physics, chemistry, biology, English and German.
Main interests:
1. Squash – have now played for 46 years (German Over-35 champion inter alia), coached extensively, ex international referee but still refereeing at Malaysian Open and other occasional major tournaments, served in various administrative roles in UK, Germany and Thailand.
2. Mathematics and physics together with cosmology.
3. Communism and Fascism in the 20th century and general history.
4. Cryptic crosswords (since the age of 15), especially The Times/Guardian and the thematic cryptic Listener.
Reading novels and most forms of music – except rap!
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORD WORKSHOP- ENTRY FORM


Organized by Malaysian Mensa – Penang Branch 





CONTACT & PAYMENT DETAILS


The payment should be made to '' MALAYSIAN MENSA SOCIETY-PENANG BRANCH"  and the details are as below:


Bank Name:       Malayan Banking Berhad


Account No:     MBB A/C: 5072 4612 4649





The entry form  and proof of payment should be faxed to  04-6567354


Contact   012-4201364 (Jayaram Menon) for clarifications 








 








Name:   ________________________________





Address: ____________________________________________________________________





____________________________________________________________________





IC No / Passport No  :  _________________________________________________





Contact No.


(O) : _________________          ( H/P ) : ____________________








e-mail : _______________________________














